SECURITY & DEFENCE BRIEFING
FROM THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

“CHANGING OF THE GUARD”
24 JULY 2015 (07-2015)
It is a pleasure for me to begin this Security
& Defence Briefing by welcoming General
Jonathan Vance in his appointment as
Canada’s Chief of the Defence Staff (CDS),
which took place at a change of command
ceremony on 17 July 2015. General Vance

service to all Canadians.
One only need to look at the recent increase
in the CAF’s operational tempo, from its
combat and training mission in Iraq/Syria
to its military trainers for Ukraine, which

politiques et des moyens pratiques pour
éliminer l’inconduite sexuelle au sein de
la profession militaire. Cet engagement
démontre que la problématique est prise
bien au sérieux.

is expected to take full hold in August now

I would be remiss if I also didn’t mention

that much of the legal/diplomatic obstacles

that General Vance was a past recipient of

have been cleared. Canada will also be

the CDA Institute’s Vimy Award in 2011.

deploying 1,650 troops to Europe in the

His appointment comes at a special time

fall to take part in NATO’s military exercise

for the Vimy Award, as we are excited

Operation Trident Juncture, alongside an

to celebrate the 25th year of hosting and

offer of key assets to support NATO’s rapid

presenting this prestigious award. The 25th

reaction force. And this is only a partial list,

Anniversary Vimy Award Gala Dinner will

I also wanted to reiterate how opportune

as there are many more training and opera-

be held on 6 November 2015 at the Cana-

it is to have a CDS with General Jonathan

tional activities planned, while some will

dian War Museum and the seats are being

Vance’s breadth and depth of operational

simply spring-up with little or no notice!

taken quickly. For corporate sponsorships

has replaced General Tom Lawson, who
retired after an illustrious career of 40 years
of distinguished service in the Canadian
Armed Forces (CAF). Earlier this year,
the Conference of Defence Associations
welcomed news that General Vance would
be the CDS-designate.

and strategic policy experience, as his
challenges, and indeed the challenges of
our times, require enlightened leadership,
strong resolve, and the ability to analyze
and advise convincingly and holistically
the rest of government about the need to
maintain a credible military force, wellequipped, well-trained, educated, agile and
disciplined, well-supported and respected
at all levels. Anything less would be a dis-
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Nous sommes ravis que le général Vance
ait accepté de se joindre à l’Institut de la
CAD pour une discussion en table ronde le

and ticket purchases, please contact Denise
Lemay at denise.lemay@cdainstitute.ca or
613-290-6198.

6 Août, si peu de temps après sa nomina-

Guests to this Silver anniversary event will

tion. En fait, l’événement attire beaucoup

also be able to purchase the commemora-

d’intérêt et il y a déjà une liste d’attente.

tive (and individually numbered) book: The

À sa demande, il sera joint par le lieuten-

Vimy Award - 25 Years, with a Companion

ant - général Chris Whitecross, chef du

History of the Conference of Defence Associ-

personnel militaire et agente supérieure

ations Institute. Our small team of dedicat-

chargée de surveiller la mise en œuvre des

ed volunteers have been busy writing and
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researching

Federated States of Micronesia. On behalf

are truly appreciated, especially this year as

the past few

of everyone at the CDA Institute, I wish to

we mark the 70th anniversary of the

months, and

thank him for his great support and

Liberation of the Netherlands by Canadian

with an ini-

continued success.

troops. A Bravo Zulu to all participants!

Preparations are well in hand for another

Lastly, I would like to direct you to visit our

excellent CDA Institute Graduate Student

frequently updated website and Blog: The

Symposium which will be held at the Royal

Forum, which has emerged as an important

Military College of Canada in Kingston, 15

source of timely and thoughtful articles

and 16 October, where we feature the work

from a range of regular and guest con-

of the best and brightest young Masters

tributors, including recent articles by Chris

and PhD students in the Security and

Kilford, Craig Stone, Adam MacDonald,

Defence field. We are looking for

Alexandra Gheciu, Sonja Wolf ’s 2-part post

corporate spon-sors and broad attendance

based on her field research in El Salvador, a

to encourage these young leaders.

5-part provocative analysis on WW4 by

tial draft in
hand, I look
forward to
unveiling
this volume
at the 25th
Anniversary
Vimy Award
Gala Dinner.
I would also like to offer my sincere
congraulations to CDA Institute Board
Member Vice-Admiral Paul Maddison
(Ret’d), who has just been appointed
Canadian High Commissioner in
Australia, with concurrent accreditation as
Ambassador to the Republic of the
Marshall Islands and the

I also wish to congratulate this year’s

David Law, among others.

Canadian Nijmegen March contingent

I am heartened by the positive and con-

who have just completed the annual

structive feedback we receive. Keep it com-

commemorative march of over 160 KMs in

ing; we thrive on it!

just 4 days (see photos on page 3 and 4).
Their commitment and grueling efforts

Tony Battista

liberation of The

CALL FOR PAPERS

CDA
Institute

L'Institut
de la CAD

~ 1987 ~

CDA Institute 18th Annual Graduate Student Symposium: “Canada’s Security and
Defence Interests,” 15–16 October 2015, Royal Military College of Canada, Kingston

Abstracts of proposed presentations (200-400 words)
from Masters and Doctoral students in the realm of
security and defence are being accepted for the CDA
Institute 18th Annual Graduate Student Symposium.
Final deadlines for submission is 8 September. The
final draft of complete presentation papers (maximum
4,000 words) must be submitted by no later than 28
September 2015.
Cash prizes of $1,000, $500 and $250 will be presented
to the top three presenters, who will also be offered
CDA/CDA Institute

an honorarium of $1,500 each to develop their
presentations for publication with the CDA Institute.
An additional prize of $750, the Colonel Peter Hunter
Award will be presented by the Royal Canadian Military
Institute (RCMI), and the winner will be given an
opportunity to turn this paper into an RCMI publication.
Please send all presentation abstracts with your
institutional affiliation and contact information (one
page max) to mhobman@cdainstitute.ca.
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THE GENDER DIMENSION OF VETERAN
REINTEGRATION: FOR EACH ACCORDING TO
THEIR NEEDS
SELECTED FROM OUR BLOG: THE FORUM

(Image courtesy of Huffington Post.)

CDA Institute Analyst Lindsay Coombs utilizes a gendered perspective to discuss some
of the challenges Canadian veterans face
when reintegrating into civilian life. This
piece was first published (with hyperlinks)
in the CDA Institute Blog: The Forum.
Since the Second World War, the functions
and responsibilities of women in Canadian
society have significantly changed. This societal shift has been particularly noticeable
in one of Canada’s most respected institutions; the military. Today, the Canadian

Although veterans share many challenges

ence is different, and as a result, each

Armed Forces (CAF) is a global front-run-

and strengths, it is notable that male and

veteran faces unique challenges concerning

ner in military gender integration, excel-

female veterans reintegrate into civilian life

civilian reintegration. As a recently pub-

ling with regards to both the proportion

differently. Accordingly, the blanket policies

lished study eloquently noted, “for some,

of women among its personnel – currently

established by Veterans Affairs Canada do

the greatest sacrifice is leaving home, family

around 14.8 percent of the combined Regu-

not encompass both groups of veterans, in

and friends; for others it is the barren living

lar and Reserve Forces – and in the roles in

what can only be described as a failure to

conditions and constant stress of war; for

which they can serve.

appropriately match policy to gender.

others it is the burden of visible and invis-

During Canada’s recent military engage-

At present, there are 599,200 veterans in

ment in Afghanistan, Operation Athena,

Canada. Generally, female veterans are

this nation has seen more women than

younger, more likely to be divorced, more

Veterans have cited the transition from

ever before serving in “front line” roles,

likely to be single parents, and also have a

military to civilian life as a major contrib-

comprising roughly 10 percent of deployed

significantly higher rate of suicide when

uting factor in their experiences of being

CAF members. Considering the fact that

compared to their civilian counterparts.

homeless. Veterans specifically attributed

the number of women in the Canadian

In contrast, male veterans are older, more

feeling a lack of support and social isola-

military is expanding, it is evident that over

likely to be married, and account for the

tion subsequent to their military discharge,

the next several years a larger percentage

vast majority of homeless veterans.

as well as challenges of adapting to an

of female veterans will be transitioning to
civilian life.
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Every veteran’s military experi-

ible wounds; and some [soldiers] are asked
to pay the ultimate cost.”

unstructured civilian lifestyle.
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Unfortunately, there is currently no precise

mental stress both before the deployment

Although male military personnel grapple

estimate of the percentage of Canada’s

occurs, such as pre-deployment training,

with staggering rates of suicide, particu-

homeless population who are veterans.

in addition to later measures, like using

larly in 2011, research conducted by the

However, American studies have observed

decompression sites to reduce the risk of re-

government of Canada has demonstrated

“both male and female veterans to be over-

verse culture shock upon returning home.

that female soldiers and veterans are more

represented in the homeless population”

Moreover, these measures are required in

than twice as likely to commit suicide when

and, moreover, that there are “higher rates

order to minimize the potential for soldiers

compared to their civilian counterparts.

of homelessness for male veterans.”

to feel a loss of their military identity subse-

This displays an urgent necessity to address

quent to returning home.

the unmet needs of both genders, as well

Although men presently compose the ma-

as the gaps in transition and reintegration

jority of homeless veterans, the proportion

Regrettably, similar procedures do not exist

of homeless female veterans is expected to

for soldiers when they leave the military.

rise. Female veterans face exceptional chal-

When veterans are “thrust into a separation

Ultimately, male and female veterans differ

lenges which make them between two and

phase of passing from military identity to

most significantly in the realms of health

four times more likely to become homeless

civilian identity,” they frequently experience

care, employment, housing, and a variety

when compared to their civilian counter-

a sense of “not being ‘normal’ and not ‘fit-

of social issues which can strongly affect

parts. For instance, even though female vet-

ting’ into society.” However, veteran identity

post-military readjustment. Multiple stud-

erans are more likely to be single parents,

is context sensitive and men and women

ies have indicated that men and women

there are very few safe housing solutions for

experience this transition differently. Sadly,

experience deployment and reintegration

women with children.

limited research has been conducted to

differently. Arguably, the policies estab-

assess gender differences in mental health

lished by Veterans Affairs Canada are not

on top of the integration of identities across

addressing the unique needs of male and

contexts.

female veterans, which must be met during

Furthermore, as described in the recently
published Deschamps Report, women are
“more likely to have experienced sexual

services.

post-military readjustment periods to help

trauma than women in the general popula-

When one considers that “perceptions of

tion.” Being subjected to such trauma is

wellbeing are informed and challenged

associated with higher rates of Post-Trau-

by [veterans] individual and collective

matic Stress Disorder (PTSD) which, in

identities,” such as a military identity, being

Lindsay Coombs is an Analyst at the CDA

turn, leads to difficulty maintaining gainful

a parent, one’s gender, etc., it becomes evi-

Institute who is currently attending the

employment, thus increasing the risk of

dent that tensions can emerge at the nexus

University of Ottawa where she is working

homelessness.

of these sometimes conflicting identities.

towards the completion of an Honours BA

At times, these tensions can lead to adverse

in Conflict Studies and Human Rights. Her

effects on veteran’s health and wellbeing,

interests focus strongly on defence policy,

inhibiting some from attaining appropriate

military strategy, and international conflict.

Numerous measures are undertaken
throughout the course of a deployment in
order to help CAF personnel cope with the
psychological effects of their work. These
measures extend beyond the scope of a tour
of duty and includes processes to mitigate

CDA/CDA Institute

ensure a successful transition into civilian
life. n

support which, in turn, can be conducive
to extreme behaviours and actions like
suicide.
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L’AV EN IR S’OBSCURCIT POUR LE DRONE
EUROPÉEN
SÉLECTIONNER À PARTIR DE NOTRE BLOGUE: LE FORUM
Michael Lambert, bloguer en sécurité et

que représente l’achat de drones en

mêmes ambitions et représentation de la

défense de l’Institut de la CAD, ainsi que

provenance de l’étranger, que la France,

Guerre de demain.

doctorant au Collège de doctorat de la

l’Allemagne et l’Italie se sont réunies

Sorbonne et à l’Université de Tampere ,

afin de lancer le projet de création

explore l’approche européenne du dével-

d’un drone MALE (moyenne altitude –

oppement d’un drone UAV . Cette article

longue endurance) de fabrication euro-

a été publiée dans le Blogue de l’Institut

péenne et dont l’usage pourrait débuter

de la CAD: Le Forum.

d’ici 2025.

L’Union européenne peine à s’imposer

Cette initiative commune, au premier

ensemble, alors que leurs concurrentes

comme un acteur de la Défense mondi-

abord de bon augure pour les trois pays,

aux Etats-Unis disposent d’une telle

ale depuis l’échec des négociations sur la

né l’est qu’en apparence. Dans une pre-

capacité. En atteste le retard d’Airbus

création de la Communauté Européenne

mier temps, on notera qu’elle atteste du

face à Boeing dans le secteur militaire,

de Défense en 1954. Outré la fragmenta-

manqué d’ambitions pour l’émergence

en marge des difficultés relatives à celles

tion du paysage militaire sur le conti-

d’une Armée européenne dans les pro-

de l’Airbus A400M.

nent, avec plus de 28 armées indépen-

chaines années, et ce malgré le danger

dantes, qui peinent toutes à s’affirmer

croissant que représente Moscou pour

en dehors des actions communes de

certains pays comme l’Estonie. Le

l’OTAN et de la Politique Étrangère

constat de cette fragmentation politique

et de Sécurité Commune (PESC), la

entre les Etats membres de l’Union euro-

problématique du budget alloué pour

péenne se retrouve renforcé si on super-

l’innovation militaire semble égale-

pose la liste des pays qui participent au

ment s’imposer. A titre d’exemple, les

programme Eurofighter à ceux qui sou-

Européens, à l’instar des Américains, né

haitent s’impliquer dans celui du drone.

disposent toujours pas d’avion de chasse

On notera qu’Eurofighter regroupe la

de 5eme génération, et ce alors même

Grande Bretagne, l’Allemagne, l’Espagne

que les Russes et Chinois travaillent ar-

et l’Italie, alors que les projet de drone

demment sur cette question. Il en est de

né rassemble que la France, l’Allemagne

même pour les drones, essentiellement

et l’Italie. Ce qui atteste d’une division

produits aux Etats-Unis et en Israel,

encore plus profonde entre les Euro-

deux pays leaders dans ce domaine.

péens de l’Ouest sur les questions de

C’est dans un souci d’indépendance,
mais aussi face à la perte financière

CDA/CDA Institute

défense, qui préfèrent une participation
“à la carte”, plutôt que de partager les

A ce premier problème politique,
s’ajoute celui du besoin pour les trois
entreprises participantes que sont Airbus Group, Dassault Aviation et Alenia
Aermacchi, à pouvoir créer par elles
mêmes des drones sans avoir à coopérer

Enfin, certains pourraient s’étonner de
la participation de l’entreprise Dassault Aviation, dont l’implication dans
des affaires de corruption a été mise en
avant par un rapport de Transparency
International en 2015. De plus, Dassault
avait avait refusé de participer au programme Eurofighter afin de préserver
son monopole auprès du Ministère de la
Défense française, obstruant la possibilité pour Eurofighter de travailler sur
un avion de 5eme génération, et pour les
Français d’en bénéficier. La participation
de Dassault pour créer un drone “européen”, aussi paradoxale soit-elle, soulève
certaines interrogations sur l’utilisation
optimale des financements qui seront
alloués par les gouvernements et sur
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la possible coopération avec d’autres

de l’Union européenne et en ligne de

ers étants souvent en marge des grands

partenaires qui n’apprécient guère les

confrontation directe en cas de conflit

projets et ce malgré leur expertise ; et

pratiques de Dassault.

avec la Russie. Il en est de même les

de résoudre la question du lancement

pays du Commonwealth, qui préféreront

d’une Armée commune sur le continent,

sans doute la performance des drones

tant pour y écouler les premiers drones

américains à ceux des européens, dans

produits, que pour apporter une réponse

la mesure ou la Grande Bretagne n’est

aujourd’hui essentielle à un échec qui

même pas impliquée dans la production.

remonte à plus de 50 ans. n

Alors même que le projet né fait que
commencer, celui-ci démarre avec la
question fondamentale de la localisation
des sites de production, une problématique similaire à celle que connaissent
Airbus et Eurofighter, mais aussi celle
des exportations. En effet, si la question
de l’autonomie vis-à-vis des Etats-Unis
et d’Israël s’impose d’elle même, il faut
garder à l’esprit que les revenus liés aux
futures exportations l’est également. On
pourrait alors légitimement s’interroger

A l’inverse, des pays comme ceux du
Moyen-Orient pourraient s’intéresser à
ce nouvel appareil, dans un soucis de né
pas acheter des produits américains ou
britanniques, un phénomèné qui explique en grande partie le succès actuel du
Rafale.

sur l’intérêt pour des pays comme la

Pour résumer, l’idée de créer un drone

Pologne à vouloir acheter plus cher

“Made in Europe” n’est pas à remettre

un drone de fabrication européenne

en question, mais il aurait été pertinent

qu’américaine, d’autant plus qu’aucune

de s’interroger sur la qualité de certains

participation né leur a été proposée,

participants au préalable, d’inclure

ces derniers étant pourtant membres

des pays d’Europe de l’Est, ces derni-

Michael Lambert est doctorant au
Collège doctoral de la Sorbonne et à
l’Université de Tampere, il travaille
actuellement au Ministère de la Défense
française – IRSEM et à l’institut Franco-
Allemand sur les questions de soft et
smart power.
Celui-ci tient à remercier Mme Celeste
Longo, analyste au L’Institut de la CAD,
pour son travail de traduction

The Talarion MALE UAV proposed by EADS appearing in model form at the ILA Berlin airshow. (Image courtesy of ILA Berlin airshow.)
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THE THIRD PARTY CHALLENGE FUNCTION AND
IMPLEMENTING THE DEFENCE PROCUREMENT
STRATEGY
SELECTED FROM OUR BLOG: THE FORUM
CDA Institute guest contributor Craig Stone,

problem later on. Perceived is the operative

tion. First, it is a function being added to an

a defence economist who teaches at the Cana-

word because there is blame for everyone

already existing challenge function, which

dian Forces College, comments on Canada’s

involved in the procurement process, includ-

is supposed to be conducted at the Defence

recently announced creation of the Indepen-

ing the government and its unwillingness to

Capability Board and Project Management

dent Review Panel for Defence Acquisitions.

actually make a decision until it believes it’s

Board, chaired by the Vice Chief of the De-

The post was first published in the CDA

politically the correct time. That may be its

fence Staff, as part of the capability develop-

Institute Blog: The Forum.

democratically elected right, but the longer

ment process. How much additional time

it delays a decision the more expensive large

this new challenge function will add remains

complex procurement projects become.

to be seen. If additional time upfront leads

The recent announcement of the members of the Independent Review Panel for

to less friction later in the process, then that

Defence Acquisitions, which will provide a

For example, the government has the infor-

Third Party Challenge Function, is one more

mation it needs to make a decision on the

step in the government implementing all of

next generation fighter but has not done so,

the February 2014 Defence Procurement

while the National Shipbuilding Procure-

More pragmatically, the second issue relates

Strategy goals. The Defence Acquisition

ment Strategy (NSPS) has yet to obtain the

to what happens after everyone, including

Guide was released in June 2014 and the

benefits the government likely expected it

the independent panel, agrees on the state-

2015 budget indicated funding for a Defence

would get though a depoliticized process.

ment of requirement. What happens when

Analytics Institute beginning in Fiscal Year

Recent negative media attention is not what

industry proposals come back costing more

2016–17. All of these are major parts of

the government was hoping for when it

money than initially planned for? If every-

the government’s Defence Procurement

launched the NSPS. The reality in Canada is

one has agreed that the requirements are

Strategy. But will it be enough to fix defence

that there will never be a good time to an-

valid, then that would imply the government

procurement?

nounce major capital investment projects for

needs to provide additional funding. Yet the

the military. Military equipment is expensive

government is fixated on initial rough order

and there will always be a vocal constituency

of magnitude estimates established before

in Canada that will question both the need

the detailed requirements are finalized – a

and value of spending taxpayer money on

recipe to be wrong every time. Cost esti-

military equipment rather than education,

mating is difficult enough even when the

health care, and other social programs.

requirements are known and agreed upon

The independent third party challenge
function is going to add another layer of
activity to the process inside the Department of National Defence (DND) and will
likely add additional time to the process up
front in order to gain time further down the
road. Obtaining everyone’s agreement on

Individuals involved in the procurement

requirements early in the process will avoid

process should be concerned about two

the perceived “requirements for one source”

things with the third party challenge func-

CDA/CDA Institute

will be a good thing. It is what members of
the challenge function want to achieve.

because the estimates are based on a set of
assumptions around how a weapon system
will be employed. Such assumptions are
generally not agreed to by all the players
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Prime Minister Stephen Harper announcing the $25 billion earmarked for the recapitalization of the Royal Canadian Navy at the Halifax Shipyard in 2012. (Image courtesy of Reuters.)

involved and will inevitably change as the

ties, defence industry strengths and weak-

those companies that lose the project op-

security environment evolves. Events in the

nesses, and the economic impact of defence

portunity will cry foul regardless of whether

Ukraine and the Crimean peninsula are an

spending is in limited supply in Canada. It

everyone agreed on the requirements and

example of how unexpected events occur.

needs to be recreated and if the decisions

process up front. That has been the reality of

have already been made there will be little

military procurement in Canada, and will

incentive for individuals to move into that

continue to be so. n

A related issue in the government’s implementation of the Defence Procurement
Strategy is the delay in the establishment of

knowledge space.

Dr. Craig Stone teaches resource manage-

the Defence Analytics Institute. The delay is

The Defence Procurement Strategy has all

ment at the Canadian Forces College and was

understandable from a budgetary perspec-

the potential to get the Canadian Armed

the Director of Academics until 30 June 2015.

tive and the desire to get to a surplus but it

Forces the operational equipment it needs

He is a defence economist who specializes in

will take a number of years to establish and

and promote economic activity in Canada.

defence budgets, defence procurement and the

grow the expertise required for the institute

However, there needs to be less focus on the

defence industry.

to provide evidence-based information

process and getting everyone to agree, and

to government. Additional delays run the

more focus on making decisions. Govern-

risk of getting an institute up and running

ment will never have all of the information

after all of the major procurement decisions

and certainty it would like, there will never

have been made. Defence-related expertise

be a good time to announce multi-billion

in global supply chains, export opportuni-

dollar defence procurement projects, and

CDA/CDA Institute
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A RESPONSE TO THE BYERS “SMART DEFENCE”
REPORT: TOO CLEVER BY HALF – PART 1 & 2
SELECTED FROM OUR BLOG: THE FORUM
Forces (CAF), including

Research Manager and Senior Editor Da-

the government’s recent

vid McDonough responds to the recently

deficit cutting efforts

released Rideau Institute/CCPA report by

targeting National Defence,

Michael Byers on “Smart Defence.” This piece

the delays in procurement

was first published (with hyperlinks) in the

projects that compounds

CDA Institute Blog: The Forum.

the problem of inflation,

PART 1
The current government remains mired
in procurement challenges and defence
spending shortfalls, in which even supposedly good news – including the initial
delivery of the CH-148 Cyclone, the Halifax
frigate upgrades, and the creation of an
independent-panel meant to provide a
procurement “challenge” function – are
meant to partially offset deeper (often self-
inflicted) failures.
This is the broad context of a new report
by Michael Byers, jointly produced by the
Rideau Institute and Canadian Centre for
Policy Alternatives. Titled “Smart Defence:
A Plan for Rebuilding Canada’s Military,”
Byers calls for a new “smart” approach to
how Canada deals with defence policy and
military procurement – one that he claims
can generate over $10 billion in savings
over the next twelve years.

and the many procurement
failures that have arisen
during this government’s
tenure – issues that have
been explored in the CDA
Institute’s Vimy Paper series
by Chuck Davies and Dave
Perry. He also calls for the
government to undertake a
foreign and defence policy
review, a commendable
suggestion given the evolving geo-strategic
landscape and challenges facing the CAF.
There is also nothing wrong with Michael
Byers’ recommendation that Canada adopt
a “smart defence” approach to defence
policy, which is an explicit reference to a
NATO concept that called for military specialization and a division of labour among
Alliance members, in response to shrinking
defence spending in many European countries. He is certainly not the first to do so.
It is not without some irony that uOttawa

Byers rightly identifies many of the

associate professor Philippe Lagassé – who

problems facing the Canadian Armed

Byers labels (somewhat dismissively) as a

CDA/CDA Institute

(Image courtesy of the Rideau Institute.)

In this two-part series, CDA Institute

“junior academic…perceived as being close
to the Conservative government” – was
among the first to call for Canada’s adoption of smart defence and specialization.
The reasons why smart defence might
be necessary comes down to the force
structure-funding gap; in the absence of
additional defence spending, which might
not be in the offing even after the next election, current efforts at recapitalization are
unlikely to be successful and will result in
a reduction in (lesser) capabilities and/or
platforms. This could potentially result in
a de facto and haphazard form of specialization. Planning for such an eventuality
could, in turn, be a sensible way to try to
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minimize capability gaps and hopefully

as multi-purpose capabilities is an impor-

Yet, by so doing, he assumes that future

ensure Canada retains the capacity to inde-

tant way to minimize such risk.

missions for the CAF will be the same as

pendently fulfill key missions.

So how does Byers’ proposal match up

Byers notes that Canada has adopted its

when it comes to this criteria? For one, he

own version of smart defence and special-

envisions capabilities to undertake missions

ization in the past, a prime example being

related to “Arctic and coastal surveillance,

the decision to retire its aircraft carrier in

search and rescue, disaster and humanitar-

the 1970s. However, things are not quite

ian relief, and peacekeeping.” Indeed, Byers

so simple. For one, the Royal Canadian

foresees little requirement for the CAF to

Navy (RCN) largely used this platform to

engage in other professional militaries and

undertake anti-submarine warfare (ASW)

therefore little need for air defence systems,

in the 1960s, and its ASW specialization

tanks and other heavily armoured vehicles,

continued long after the aircraft carrier’s

or naval AAD capabilities to protect against

retirement, thanks in part to its capacity

anti-ship missiles.

to operate helicopters from major surface
combatants.

It is certainly telling that Byers emphasizes
missions that are either constabulary in

past missions, which effectively embodies what military strategists try to avoid
– namely, fighting the last war. Uncertainty
about the future means being careful not
to assume the next conflict will be like the
last one. Who would have guessed before 9/
11 that the CAF would find itself focused
on stabilization and counterinsurgency
operations in Afghanistan? Or, from the
perspective of a few short years ago, that it
would be currently undertaking bombing
missions in Syria/Iraq and busy training
Kurdish forces.
Byers also establishes a curiously delimited past consisting of only the last 15

In addition, specialization is not sim-

nature or do not require much in the way

ply about what platforms are acquired

of higher-end combat capabilities. After

or divested, but instead comes down to

all, higher-end capabilities tend to be more

capabilities. Rather than focusing on the

fungible and multi-mission capable, and

fate of HMCS Bonaventure, one should

therefore are employable for lower-end

turn instead to the RCN’s earlier deci-

missions, but the reverse is not necessarily

sion to eschew a balanced fleet in favour

true – a fact that raises questions on the de-

of an ASW-specialized one. Crucially, the

gree to which this plan would severely limit

RCN’s choice of ASW was overlaid onto its

the type of missions undertaken by the

continuing continental maritime surveil-

CAF. Compared to the flexibility ingrained

lance role, in so far as platforms geared for

in earlier efforts at specialization, there

The report also pays little attention to in-

ASW were equally useful for such missions

doesn’t seem to be anything particularly

creasingly sophisticated capabilities – from

or could be modified for new tasks, such

smart about Byers’ proposal.

anti-ship cruise missiles to advanced (and

as the Iroquois-class destroyers’ area-air
defence (AAD) upgrades in the early 1990s.
The choice of the Halifax-class frigates in
the 1980s embodied this flexibility, as they
were ASW capable but also designed to
be multi-purpose as well. Specialization is
risky business and retaining flexible as well

CDA/CDA Institute

The reasons why Byers selects such a narrowly prescribed mission focus are also
suspect. To assess a more specialized defence role, the report uses as a benchmark
the types of recent missions undertaken by
the CAF.

years. This had the impact of excluding
Canada’s role in the Kosovo War, which
unlike Afghanistan required the suppression of enemy air defences (SEAD). This
fact further weakens his claim that Canada
has not recently engaged in combat with
professional military forces or that SEAD
capabilities are unnecessary for the foreseeable future.

possibly portable) surface to air missiles
to unmanned vehicles – that have proliferated to a growing number of actors. There
is simply no guarantee that these capabilities will not spread to non-state actors and
other groups, making air and sea domains
increasingly contested and dangerous. As

13

such, his suggestion that Canada has no

Byers’ specific recommendations on Cana-

could be surged with CF-18s resting in

need for either SEAD capabilities or naval

dian procurement projects do little to offset

climate controlled hangars. Moreover, he

ships with an advanced air defence capa-

such criticisms and, in some respects, only

contends that the resultant cost savings

bilities can be called into question.

serves to compound these problems.

could allow for the procurement of 40 to 50

Lastly, Byers seems to have misread some

PART 2

of the recent missions that the CAF have
been involved in. Afghanistan might not
have involved combat against a professional
military, but this does not mean that heavily armoured vehicles such as tanks were
superfluous – as shown by the CAF’s lease
and eventual acquisition of Leopard tanks
during the Afghan campaign. Furthermore,
Libya’s air defence threat may not have
been evident but it was certainly a concern
during the mission, and it would have been
risky and irresponsible if Canadian aircraft
were operating in that theatre without the
SEAD capabilities necessary to mitigate
that threat.
As will be explored in Part 2 of this series,

Michael Byers “smart defence” proposal is
underpinned by a flawed assessment of the
expected missions for the Canadian Armed
Forces (CAF) and would likely result in
a more narrowly proscribed CAF – as
explored in Part 1. Yet what does Byers’
specific recommendations tell us the type of
CAF to emerge from his so-called “smart”
proposal to rebuild the Canadian military?
The crux of Byers plan is for Canada to
cancel the F-35, which represents the largest chunk of his expected $10 billion in
savings – and is the only reason why his
plan is expected to result in cost-savings
at all. Instead of the F-35, Byers suggests
procuring 30 to 40 Super Hornets, which

BAE Systems Hawks for training and close
air support (CAS).
At first glance, this seems to be a good
compromise – procure a small number of
newer Super Hornets for airspace control
and occasional expeditionary roles abroad,
and a cheaper aircraft that would offer a
CAS capability in peace support operations.
This option becomes especially tempting
in light of the uncertainty about the F-35’s
eventual cost and capabilities that he is
overly quick to dismiss, especially given
that his assertions on the safety of the single-engine F-35 are suspect. Furthermore,
he too easily overlooks the unique sensor
and network connectivity advantages of
the F-35, advantages that make a direct
comparison between the capabilities of the

The front-end of the F-35A Lightning II joint strike fighter at Eglin Air Force base. (Image courtesy of US Air Force.)
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F-35 and older generation planes difficult

As such, Canada will then be forced to rely

to assess.

on 30 to 40 Super Hornet aircraft to fulfill

Yet Byers’ recommendation ignores a number of problems. The first is the increased
support cost of operating a mixed fighter
fleet, in which there is the need for separate
(and duplicate) support infrastructure,
supply lines, spare parts, etc. This becomes
even more complicated if one includes his
questionable suggestion that we continue
to operate the CF-18s on a supplementary
basis, which given the new hardware and
software components of the Super Hornets
effectively means Canada will be operating
three distinct fleets – to say nothing about
the increasing cost and possible dangers
of operating the CF-18s long past their life
cycle.
Second, Byers suggests that Canada could
make do with only 30 to 40 Super Hornets.
Given that the BAE Hawks lack the speed
or range for airspace interdiction, Canada
will be forced to rely on this substantially
smaller fleet for its airspace control and
NORAD commitments, alongside deployment abroad for either combat operations
or training with NATO allies. Byers seems
to assume that CF-18s could simply be
brought out to complement this small fleet,
forgetting that CF-18s and Super Hornets
are not interchangeable and that pilots will
have a continuing need to train with these
aging planes in order to maintain readiness. Simply put, this does not seem all that
feasible.

key duties. But this ignores the number of
aircraft likely to be unavailable, whether
under preventive maintenance or otherwise
unserviceable. The Department of National
Defence estimates that only 50 percent are
likely to be ready for use at any given time,
and even a portion of these will be earmarked for training. As a point of comparison, the Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF)
only has 34 CF-18s that are mission-ready
out of a fleet of almost 80 aircraft. With this
suggestion, the RCAF would have, at best,
15 to 20 mission-ready aircraft; likely fewer,
considering a portion of these planes will
be used for training. Such a small number
means Canada will likely have insufficient
aircraft to even maintain airspace control,
to say nothing about deploying abroad.

The addition of the BAE Hawk as a trainer
and CAS platform is an interesting one,
albeit coming with a proposed $4 billion
price tag – and, as noted earlier, this number could very well increase if one includes
the added cost of operating multiple
aircraft fleets. More importantly, the Hawk
acquisition seems particularly designed for
CAS missions in places like Afghanistan. In
the absence of such a scenario, their utility
declines dramatically, especially since they
are not multi-purpose platforms. Byers
also comes with a traditional view of the
requirements for CAS, forgetting that platforms like the F-35 come with the sensor
package, network connectivity, and capacity
for battle management which is increasingly crucial for CAS, as well as the capacity
to survive more contested environments.

To be sure, Byers calls acquiring the Super

And, unlike the Hawk, they are multi-mis-

Hornets a bridging option, in order to buy

sion-purpose platforms capable of taking

time to ascertain whether a manned fifth-

on missions beyond just CAS.

generation fighter is truly necessary. At
best, however, such an option represents a
way to push back on the decision to acquire
a fighter aircraft replacement, with only
the promise that perhaps technological
advancements could allow for a cheaper
unmanned drone replacement by then.
Resultantly, any cost savings accrued from
Byers proposal is only delayed, and in fact
would be compounded by the more immediate (and not insignificant) cost of the
bridging option itself. At worst, Canada
could find itself either settling for this small
(and indeed inadequate) fleet of Super Hor-
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nets as its de facto CF-18 replacement.

Other cost saving measures identified by
Byers include cancelling the planned Arctic
Offshore Patrol Ships (AOPS) in favour of
procuring fast coastal patrol vessels, and
retiring the Victoria-class submarines and
cancelling their in-service support contract,
which would save $3 billion and $2 billion
respectively. Yet both recommendations
can be questioned. AOPS might have speed
and range limitations, but he forgets that
these ships will be carrying maritime patrol
helicopters on their decks, making speed
less of an issue for interdiction, or that the
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being Hezbollah with its suspected
possession of ASCMS.
Byers’ “smart defence” proposal
would significantly reduce the
CAF’s capacity to undertake combat
operations and operate in more
contested environments, with little
in the way of multi-purpose flexibility and no guarantee that capabilities lost and platforms disinvested
would ever be reacquired. If specialization must be pursued, and this is
not to say either acquiescing to it or
refraining from making the case for
additional funding, a more sensible
approach would be to safeguard
HMCS Victoria in a dry dock at Canadian Forces Base Esquimalt. (Image courtesy of Defense Industry Daily.)

planned Navisivik refuelling base would

formation on submarine activities of other

expand this ice-capable vessel’s patrol range

nations – something Byers has previously

in Canada’s northern waterways.

said was unlikely to happen, but without

Early retirement of Canada’s submarines

any real evidence to the contrary.

capabilities that are multi-purpose
and mission flexible.
In the absence of more funding, it might
also be prudent to finally explore how
defence spending is allocated, given that

makes even less sense, in so far as this fleet

Lastly, Byers claims that Canada should

personnel requirements eat up the vast

is on the verge of becoming fully operation-

settle for a smaller fleet of surface com-

majority of the defence budget and could

al and, with plans for a life extension proj-

batants composed of corvettes and small

potentially be used to free up the capital

ect, are expected to operate into the 2030s.

frigates rather than more combat-capable

budget envelope. Now that could be the

A long-standing critic of the Victoria-class

vessels. In so doing, he ignores the value

start of a smarter way to do defence.

submarine, Byers is quick to dismiss many

of larger vessels in terms of range, endur-

of the advantages offered by them – includ-

ance, and sustainability, as well as their

ing their range and endurance, capacity for

multi-purpose capabilities and capacity to

surveillance and intelligence, and ability

be eventually upgraded with new systems

to operate in much more contestable and

for different mission requirements. He also

dangerous regions, not to mention their

overlooks the value of air defence, especial-

impressive combat capabilities. Notably,

ly in littoral zones and even against non-

without operational submarines, Canada

state actors. After all, non-state actors could

would be largely left out of the water-space

find themselves operating anti-ship cruise

management arrangements that provide in-

missiles (ASCMs) – a potential harbinger
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David McDonough is Research Manager
and Senior Editor at the CDA Institute,
and a research fellow at Dalhousie University’s Centre for Foreign Policy Studies. He
received a PhD in Political Science from
Dalhousie University in 2011, was a SSHRC
post-doctoral fellow from 2012 to 2013, and
has published widely on Canadian strategic
policy and international security.
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2015 VIMY AWARD

LE PRIX VIMY 2015

Nominations are invited for the 2015 CDA Institute
Vimy Award (Silver Anniversary).

Nous invitons les nominations pour le Prix Vimy
2015 de L’Institut de la CAD (Anniversaire D’Argent)

The Vimy Award was initiated in 1991 by the CDA
Institute to recognize, annually, one Canadian who has
made a significant and outstanding contribution to the
security and defence of our nation and the preservation
of our democratic values.

Le Prix Vimy a été instituée en 1991 par l’Institut de
la CAD dans le but de reconnaître, chaque année,
un Canadien ou Canadienne qui s’est distingué(e)
par sa contribution à la défense et à la sécurité
de notre pays et à la préservation de nos valeurs
démocratiques.

The previous 24 recipients of this prestigious award are:
The Rt. Hon. Joe Clarke; General John de Chastelain;
Major-General Lewis MacKenzie; Major-General
William Howard; Major-General Roméo Dallaire; Dr.
Jack Granastein; The Rt. Hon. Brian Dickson; Vice-Admiral Larry
Murray; Lieutenant-General Charles H. Belzile; The Hon. Barnett
Danson; Air Commodore Leonard Birchall; Colonel, the Hon. John
Fraser; General Paul Manson; Dr. David Bercuson; Mr. G. Hamilton
Southam; Brigadier-General David Fraser; General Raymond R.
Henault; General Rick Hillier; Warrant Officer William MacDonald;
The Rt. Hon. Adrienne Clarkson; Major-General Jonathan Vance;
Honorary Colonel Frederick Philip Mannix; Brigadier-General W.
Don Macnamara; Honorary Colonel Blake Goldring.
Any Canadian may nominate one Canadian citizen for the award.
Nominations must be in writing, be accompanied by a summary
of the reasons for the nomination and include a brief biographical
sketch of the nominee. Electronic submissions are preferred by
email. Nominations must be received by Friday, 7 August 2015,
and should be addressed to:
Vimy Award Selection Committee
Conference of Defence Associations Institute
151 Slater Street, suite 412A
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H3
Electronic files:
mhobman@cdainstitute.ca
The Vimy Award will be presented on Friday, 6 November 2015, at
a special 25th Anniversary Reception and Gala Dinner held at the
Canadian War Museum.
For more information, contact the CDA Institute at 613–236-9903
or at mhobman@cdainstitute.ca.
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Les 24 récipiendaires précédents du Prix Vimy
sont : la Très hon. Joe Clarke; le Général John de
Chastelain; le Major-général Lewis MacKenzie; le
Major-général William Howard; le Major-général Roméo Dallaire;
Dr. Jack Granatstein; le Très hon. Brian Dickson; le vice-amiral
Larry Murray; le lieutenant-général Charles H. Belzile; l’Hon.
Barnett Danson; le commodore d’air Leonard Birchall; le Général
Paul Manson; Dr. David Bercuson; M. G. Hamilton Southam; le
Brigadier-général David Fraser; le Général Raymond R. Henault;
le Général Rick Hillier; l’Adjudant William MacDonald; la Très hon.
Adrienne Clarkson; le Major-général Jonathan Vance; Colonel
Honoraire Frederick Philip Mannix; le Brigadier-général W. Don
Macnamara; Colonel Honoraire Blake Goldring.
Tout Canadien ou Canadienne peut nommer un citoyen ou
citoyenne pour le Prix Vimy. Les nominations doivent nous
parvenir par écrit et doivent être accompagnées d’un sommaire
citant les raisons motivant votre nomination et une biographie du
candidat. Les soumissions électroniques sont préférés par courriel.
Les nominations doivent nous parvenir au plus tard vendredi, le 7
août 2015, et doivent être adressées au:
Comité de sélection du Prix Vimy
L’Institut de la Conference des associations de la defense
151 rue Slater, suite 412A
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H3
Électronique:
mhobman@cdainstitute.ca
Le Prix Vimy sera présentée vendredi, le 6 novembre 2015, à une
réception et diner gala à l’occasion du 25ième anniversaire du Prix
Vimy qui aura lieu au Musée canadien de la guerre.
Pour de plus amples informations veuillez contacter l’Institut de
la Conférence des associations de la Défense à (613) 236‑9903 ou
mhobman@cdainstitute.ca.
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CDA INSTITUTE BLOG: THE FORUM
‘Middle Power’ to Token Power

the Islamic Caliphate. The new self-pro-

half of its population, and a significant por-

By Zachary Wolfraim

claimed Caliph, Abu Bakr Al Baghdadi, has

tion of its wealth. He noted that its army,

vowed to unify all Muslim lands, just as the

which counted four million soldiers in

ancient Islamic Caliphs had done. READ

Soviet times, now numbers three-quarters

MORE

of a million. READ MORE

What’s in a World War: Challenges facing

What’s in a World War: The three rings of

the West – Part 5

conflict – Part 2

By David Law

By David Law

the elections later this year, the Conserva-

Part 4 of this series looked at the West’s

Three major areas of conflict – or what

tives have sought to establish themselves as

strong points. This concluding post exam-

might be called rings of conflict – domi-

the guardians of Canadian security. READ

ines the other side of the coin. The situa-

nate contemporary political and strategic

MORE

tion, while anything but hopeless, is rather

developments. On how they develop and

less than encouraging. READ MORE

interact hinge the prospects for world peace

In a particularly misjudged attempt to
portray the opposition Liberal Party as
weak on security issues, Canada’s governing Conservative Party used Islamic State
of Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS) propaganda in a
campaign ad as a way to highlight its stance
on foreign policy issues. Heading towards

Committed to the Sea: China’s Navy be-

in the face of a possible World War IV.

comes a prioritized service

What’s in a World War: Strong points of

By Adam MacDonald

the West – Part 4

In May of this year China released its lat-

By David Law

READ MORE
What’s in a World War: From World War
I to the new Cold War – Part 1

est Defence White Paper – titled “China’s

In dealing with the current challenges to

Military Strategy” – a document published

international peace and stability, the West

every two years providing the declaratory

currently enjoys several strong suits. Here

The Ukraine crisis has given rise to the

guidance, framework, and rationale for the

are what I think to be the most important

view that we may be entering a new Cold

state’s defence policy, primarily aimed at

ones. READ MORE

War. The use of this term raises all sorts of

foreign audiences to assuage concerns of

By David Law

questions. Here are just a few. How does

Beijing’s military developments and inten-

What’s in a World War: Knocking on the

this possibly new Cold War compare with

tions. READ MORE

door of World War IV – Part 3

the old Cold War? What is a cold war and

By David Law

how does it differ from a hot one? And can

ISIL’s Expansion: Recognizing the Mirage
By Bapineedu Bikkani

Prominent German columnist Theo Sommer, writing in Die Zeit, recently argued

Last summer, the Islamic State of Iraq

that the West had nothing to fear from

in the Levant (ISIL) advanced across the

Russia and should stop “rattling its swords.”

Sykes-Picot border, which separates Syria

With the Soviet Union’s end, he observed,

and Iraq, in order to declare the return of

Russia lost one-quarter of its territory, one-
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a cold war become a hot one and if so, how?
READ MORE
ISIL Hacks the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights Website: Why now?
By Chris Kilford
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Last week, the Syrian Observatory for Hu-

Presentation by Paul Heinbecker to the

Forced Displacement in El Salvador:

man Rights (SOHR) website was hacked

CDA Institute: Saving Lives in Syria

Street Gangs, Violence, and the Politics of

and briefly taken down by the Islamic State

By Paul Heinbecker

Security – Part 1

of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). The SOHR
was founded by Rami Abdul Rahman, a
Sunni Muslim from Syria. In and out of
Syrian jails, he fled the country in 2000 and
later set-up his largely one-man anti-régime organization in his home in Coventry,
England six years later. READ MORE
India-Pakistan Rivalry: Nuclear and
regional dimensions – Part 2
By Adnan Qaiser
In pursuit of becoming a regional power,
India has unsuccessfully been trying to
eclipse the geopolitical/geostrategic significance of Pakistan for the past 68 years,
resulting in the subcontinent’s perpetual
hostilities. With the two countries coming
out of their nuclear closets in May 1998,
the subcontinent’s conventional arms race
entered a new phase of nuclear rivalry.
READ MORE
Kashmir and India-Pakistan Proxy Wars
– Part 1
By Adnan Qaiser
The ‘unfinished agenda’ of the subcontinent’s partition in 1947, specifically the
unresolved dispute on Jammu and Kashmir, keeps India and Pakistan locked in
their historic enmity. While Pakistan calls
Kashmir its “jugular vein,” India labels it an
“integral part.” READ MORE

Former Canadian ambassador Paul Heinbecker spoke at the CDA Institute Roundtable “Saving Lives in Syria: Assad, ISIS and
the Canadian Military Mission,” on 2 June
2015. With Mr. Heinbecker’s permission,
we present an excerpt of his talk. READ
MORE
NATO’s Return to Iraq: Recommendations for Coalition Trainers
By Nick Glavin
NATO is gearing up for a new defence
capacity-building mission in Iraq. Douglas
Lute, the United States’ Ambassador to
NATO, stated that a formal announcement
is expected “in the coming weeks.” READ
MORE
Forced Displacement in El Salvador:
Street Gangs, Violence, and the Politics of
Security – Part 2
By Sonja Wolf

By Sonja Wolf
El Salvador has historically experienced
high levels of social violence. Crime and
violence, however, skyrocketed in the aftermath of a civil war (1980–1992) that produced an estimated 75,000 civilian deaths,
8,000 forced disappearances and more than
one million displaced persons and refugees.
READ MORE
What Borders Mean To Europe
By George Friedman
Europe today is a continent of borders. The
second-smallest continent in the world has
more than 50 distinct, sovereign nation-
states. Many of these are part of the European Union. At the core of the EU project is
an effort to reduce the power and significance of these borders without actually
abolishing them — in theory, an achievable
goal. But history is not kind to theoreti-

Currently, the impact of El Salvador’s street

cal solutions. (Reposted with permission of

gangs is felt mostly in two ways. First, in-

STRATFOR.) READ MORE

sofar as crime and violence are concerned,
gang members –individually or collec-

Reaching New Levels of Human Insecu-

tively– eliminate rivals in the context of

rity

established enmity or gang initiation; peers

By Alexandra Gheciu

suspected of snitching, concealing profits or
disagreeing with strategic changes... READ
MORE

According to the Global Trends Report
released by the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) on 18 June 2015,
the forcible displacement of people is at the
highest level ever recorded. The report indi-
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cated that the number of people displaced

nounced that it has taken possession of

at the end of 2014 had risen to an alarming

six CH-148 Cyclone helicopters under its

59.5 million compared to 51.2 million a

Maritime Helicopter Project (MHP). An

Renewing Canadian International Policy

year earlier and 37.5 million a decade ago.

additional two are due to arrive in Decem-

Discourse by Highlighting Gendered

READ MORE

ber. While lacking their full software pack-

Voices

age, these Block 1 Cyclones will be used for

By Leah Sarson

Who speaks for Canada, spies or diplo-

testing and training, and are expected to be

mats?

capable of limited search and rescue and

By Paul Heinbecker and Daniel Livermore

troop transport missions in the near future.

Bills C-51 and C-44 are now law. They are
also trouble waiting to happen, because
Canada’s political leadership has loosened the reins on CSIS abroad, with little

READ MORE
The Asia-Pacific and the RCN
By Eric Lerhe

drifted elsewhere. READ MORE

On 27–29 May 2015, over 80 scholars,
practitioners, students, and professionals
gathered at Queen’s University for the 8th
Annual Women in International Security
(WIIS)-Canada workshop. The WIIS-
Canada workshop is an annual event that
supports the overlapping goals of analyzing

oversight and less review, leaving everyone

Over the last thirty years, Canada’s involve-

contemporary issues in International Rela-

in charge – and no one. The first crisis is

ment in the Asia-Pacific is probably more

tions and security while highlighting the

a matter of time. (Reposted with authors’

accurately described as erratic, rather than

work of women in the field and encour-

permission.) READ MORE

as absent. For example, we briefly engaged

aging junior scholars and practitioners.

with the states of the region during the Ca-

READ MORE

Arrival of the CH-148 Cyclone: Better late

nadian-initiated Northwest Pacific Security

than never

Dialogue (1990–1993) and then with our

By David McDonough

funding of the South China Sea Dialogues

The Canadian government recently an-

in the mid-1990s, but our attention soon

CDA Institute Blog: The Forum
The CDA Institute Blog: The Forum (http://www.
cdainstitute.ca/en/blog) covers issues related to
the Canadian Armed Forces, Canada’s security
and defence policy, and international security.
We welcome original submissions on a variety of
security and defence topics. Submissions should
range from 800‑1000 words (and 1200 max).
Publication on The Forum is at the discretion of
the Editor. Submissions should be sent to the
Editor David McDonough at david.mcdonough@
cdainstitute.ca.
CDA/CDA Institute
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2. Le 25e Anniversaire du Souper-Gala pour le Prix Vimy, 6 Novembre, Musée Canadien de la Guerre
3. La Conférence sur la Sécurité et la Défense 2016, CAD/CAD Institute, 18-19 Février, Château Laurier
4. Entre 10-12 séances de discussion en table ronde
Chaque niveau de don reçoit un reçu officiel de don de bienfaisance; des mises à jour électroniques
régulières des publications par Institut de la CAD; et accès à nos archives de publications en ligne. Chaque
niveau reçoit des prestations supplémentaires, pour d’informations n’hésitez pas de visitez le lien suivant :
www.cdainstitute.ca/en/donor/donor-packages .

Cheque/Mondat postal
Master Card #

Date expiration :

Visa #

Date expiration :

American Express #

Date expiration :

Nom :

S.v.p cochez la case si vous
préférez un type de fonds

Adresse :
Ville :

Province:

Téléphone:

Courriel:

Fonds opérationnel courrent
Fonds pour la sécurité e défense

Code postal:

Conference of Defence Associations Institute

Partner

$300

Bronze

$1,000

Silver
Gold

$5,000
$10,000

Platinum

$25,000

Benefactor
President's Circle

$50,000
$100,000

151 rue Slater Street, Suite 412A
Ottawa ON K1P 5H3
Tel: (613) 290-6198
www.cdainstitute.ca

As a charitable organization we are seeking donors for Fiscal Year 2015-16. In addition to its
many publications the following is a list of events the CDA Institute will host this fiscal year:
1. 18th Annual Graduate Student Symposium, October 15-16, Kingston, ON
2. 25th Anniversary of the Vimy Award Dinner Gala, 6 November, Canadian War Museum
3. CDA/CDA Institute 2016 Ottawa Conference on Security & Defence, 18-19 Feb, Chateau Laurier
4. 10-12 Rountable Discussion Series
Each donation level receives a charitable donation receipt; regular electronic updates of CDA
Institute publications; and access to our online archive of publications. Each level receives
additional benefits, please visit www.cdainstitute.ca/en/donor/donor-packages for information.
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IN THE NEWS
In multiple interviews with ICI Radio-Canada,

ing the potential unintended consequences if

piece by the Canadian Press on recent political

former diplomat and Executive Vice-President

Greece is kicked out of Europe. He also penned

statements concerning Iran.

of the CDA Institute, Ferry de Kerckhove, com-

an article in the Globe and Mail arguing that - in

mented on Iranian nuclear negoitations, the

light of the Greek debt crisis - Europe needs

United Nations, and Greece.

statesmen, not bankers and bureaucrats.

George Petrolekas authored an article discuss-

Roland Paris contributed his expertise in a

Colin Robertson argued that Canada should
continue to support and recognize peacekeeping efforts of the United Nations, and increase its
support for the Trans-Pacific Partnership.

MEDIA ROUNDUP
Gen. Jonathan Vance becomes chief of

expand Canada’s mission against IS in Syria

websites are constantly under attack. Michael

defence staff, vows to tackle harassment

had been taken.

Crerar, director of Security Policy and Plan-

(CBC News): Gen. Jonathan Vance has
been appointed the Canadian military’s new
top commander and vows to tackle harassment. As he expressed “I’m going to address
[harassment] hard because I think it affects
our morale. It is something I will lead very
personally and very quickly.”
With C-51’s new powers, is CSIS simply
catching up to allies? (CBC News): Craig
Forcese and Kent Roach, professors from
the University of Ottawa and University of
Toronto, confirm that “Canada is not ‘catching up’ to allies.”
Only three Canadian airstrikes in Syria since
Islamic State mission expanded (Globe and
Mail): Canadian fighter jets have attacked
targets only three times since the decision to

ning with Service Alberta said “on average,

CSIS relied on no-torture ‘assurances’ from

this year we have about 500 different attacks

foreign agencies, memo reveals (The Canadian Press): Released internal memos indicate
that, in two cases, CSIS revealed interest in

every day going on the Alberta government
websites.”

select persons to foreign agencies after receiv-

Mother Canada name already taken, says

ing assurances that the individuals would not

Vimy Foundation (CBC News): The Vimy

be tortured.

Foundation has raised concern that the proposed eight-storey statue in the Cape Breton

Let Mother Canada take a stand (Globe and

Highlands National Park, Mother Canada, has

Mail): Major-general (retired) Lewis MacKenzie explains the goals of the proposed Never
Forgotten National Memorial (Mother Canada
statue) project, which would be designed to

the same name as the one commonly used
for the statue at the Canadian National Vimy
Memorial in France,.

recognize those fallen and welcome them

Attacks in France, Tunisia, Kuwait part of

home.

global jihadist threat, says Jason Kenney (CBC
News): Defence Minister Jason Kenney says

Cyberattacks target government of Alberta

recent terrorist attacks demonstrate proof that

websites (CBC News): Alberta government

jihadist pose a threat on global security.
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