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Honorable Sharon E. Burke is the Founder and President of Ecospherics, a 
policy and advisory firm focused on the intersection of ecospheric health and 
security. Throughout her career, she has worked to balance national security 
and environmental 
sustainability, with a focus on 
ideas that scale through public 
policy. Burke has been a leader 
at several civic organizations, 
including the Center for a New 
American Security, where she 
initiated a Natural Security 
program. She has also served 
in the U.S. government, 
starting her career in the 
Energy and Materials Program 
of the U.S. Office of Technology 
Assessment and as a U.S. 
Senate staffer. She has worked 
for three U.S. presidents of 
both political parties at the 
State Department and the 
Pentagon, most recently as the 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Operational Energy. During the Biden-Harris 
presidential transition, she was on the Defense Agency Review and National 
Security and Foreign Policy teams. A native of Los Angeles and educated at 
Williams College and Columbia University, Burke is a frequent public speaker, 
published writer, and strategic advisor to corporate boards, philanthropies, 
national laboratories, and government agencies. 
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