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David McKinnon joined the Department of External Affairs as a trade commissioner in 1987.
In Ottawa, he held positions related to
Canada’s overseas trade, economic and
diplomatic interests, including director for
Asia-Pacific policy. From 2013 to 2017, he was
Executive Director (Strategic Policy and
Planning) and then Director General of the
Physical Resources Bureau. Overseas, he
served in Bangkok, Canberra (twice, the latter
as deputy head of mission), and New Delhi,

where he was responsible for the delivery of

Canada’s trade and investment program in
India and Nepal. He was High Commissioner to Sri Lanka and Maldives from 2017 to 2022,
based in Colombo, and Chargé d'affaires at the Embassy of Canada to Central Asia in
Astana, Kazakhstan in 2024. He is a Senior Fellow (non-resident) at the Asia Pacific
Foundation of Canada. He comments regularly and consults on international issues,
particularly related to Canada’s engagement with the Indo Pacific. David holds a BA in

history from the University of Toronto and an MBA from Queen’s University.
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