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Dr. Benjamin Sacks FRGS is Professor of Arctic 
Research at the United States Coast Guard 
Academy’s Center for Arctic Study and Policy. 
His current policy research focuses on Arctic 
and Antarctic political and strategic 
geographies, governance, all-spectrum 
communications, and global polar historical-
contemporary relationships. Recent work has 
examined: critical communications 
infrastructure networks; sovereignty; improving 
U.S. Coast Guard international affairs efforts; 
non-Arctic states’ evolving polar activities; 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the 
Sea (UNCLOS); NATO polar capabilities and 
opportunities; and historical claimancy. He is 

also a Professor of Political Geography at the RAND School of Public Policy and was 
previously a RAND Corporation national security policy researcher. Sacks completed his Ph.D. 
and M.A. in History (Political Geography) at Princeton University, his B.A. in History (Global) 
at Tufts University, and his postdoctoral fellowship in History (Network Science) at Harvard 
University. He is a permanent elected Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society and a 2009 
Beinecke Scholar.  
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